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Abstract

A verification-first review of Gulf and Asian market access now supports concrete action. China 
published GB 2762-2025 with a 2 September 2026 effective date. India adopted Amendment 17 for 1 
December 2026, extending pulse limits to pulse flours and applying a 0.1 mg/kg inorganic-arsenic 
maximum to fish oil with a total-arsenic screening sequence. Vietnam's QCVN 20-1:2024/BYT has 
applied to health supplements since 1 August 2025; mapped HMTc supplement cells are stricter across 
total arsenic, inorganic arsenic, cadmium, lead and total mercury. GSO 2783:2025 is verified as an active 
regional catalog record, but the catalog alone does not prove a uniform GCC member-state effective date. 
Korea, Taiwan and Hong Kong add verified contaminant, method and transition requirements. Market 
readiness can therefore assign dates, owners and standard comparisons while keeping unsupported leads 
outside the public compliance product.

China Has a Successor Standard and a Live Pipeline

China's National Health Commission and market regulator officially published GB 2762-2025 and set 2 
September 2026 as the date on which it replaces GB 2762-2022 [1]. Before that date, the successor 
belongs in readiness planning rather than a current-rule statement. On and after that date, a system still 
labeling the 2022 text current becomes stale. The HMI record preserves the scheduled supersession and 
the underlying standard artifact [2]. Separately, NHC's public consultation register shows an active 
national food-safety standards pipeline [3]. The register supports monitoring, but not a claim about a 
specific draft metal value unless the relevant consultation attachment is identified and verified.

Korea, Taiwan and Hong Kong Support Immediate Controls

Korea's MFDS official notice identifies a food-code amendment adding a cadmium criterion for cocoa 
and chocolate [4]. Taiwan's FDA publishes the amended analytical method used for multiple elements, 
which can affect the acceptable evidence package even where a product limit is unchanged [5]. Hong 
Kong's Centre for Food Safety confirms that the expanded metallic-contamination schedule came into 
operation on 5 September 2025 and provides a grace period for foods that were already present under the 
earlier regime [6]. These events lead to different actions: a cocoa product-row check for Korea, a method 
and reporting check for Taiwan, and a schedule-plus-transition check for Hong Kong. Combining them 
into an Asia limit would erase the actual compliance work.

GSO, India and Vietnam Now Support Distinct Actions

GSO's official catalog verifies GSO 2783:2025 as an active technical-regulation record, but its licensed 
tables and each member state's implementing date still require jurisdiction-specific confirmation [7]. 
India Amendment 17 is adopted for 1 December 2026 and creates a concrete laboratory action for fish 
oil: total arsenic is the screen, while inorganic arsenic at 0.1 mg/kg is the enforceable species [8]. 
Vietnam's signed Gazette shows that QCVN 20-1:2024/BYT has applied to health supplements since 1 
August 2025, with product-level metal limits and a conditional cadmium tier for seaweed or bivalve 
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ingredients [9]. These are three different actions: member-state adoption review, deadline readiness, and 
current product-specification confirmation.

UK-EU Alignment Changes the Market-Access Architecture

The UK and EU are negotiating a common sanitary and phytosanitary area built around dynamic 
alignment. Official UK business guidance says the government is targeting mid-2027 while 
acknowledging that exact timing and exceptions depend on negotiations [10]. This is not an adopted list 
of new contaminant limits. It is an architecture change that may make relevant EU food-safety measures 
apply in Great Britain and change authorization, border and evidence workflows. A company serving 
both markets should map which EU contaminant, method, packaging and food-contact instruments fall 
within the eventual scope, while keeping the future alignment status visible.

Build a Market File, Not a Regional Spreadsheet

Each target market needs a controlled file with the official instrument, legal status, effective and 
transition dates, product row, analyte species, method, basis, labeling or disclosure duty and evidence 
owner. The public file should contain verified requirements and clearly labeled monitor-only signals; 
unsupported leads stay in the private evidence ledger. It should link to HMI's neutral instrument record 
and then to the applicable HMTc standard without copying threshold numbers into multiple local 
documents. This structure supports action where evidence is strong, preserves readiness where a future 
date is fixed, and prevents a rumor from becoming an internal specification. It also makes the next update 
cheap: change the event status once, regenerate the hub and feeds, then trigger governance only if the 
verified instrument actually changes a binding comparison.

Frequently asked questions

When does China GB 2762-2025 take effect?

The official publication sets 2 September 2026 as the effective date. Before that date it is an adopted 
successor; after that date the status must be updated and the 2022 text treated as superseded.

Is GSO 2783 verified in this watch?

Yes at catalog-record level. GSO's official store verifies the identity, active record, publication date and 
broad analyte scope. The licensed numerical tables and each GCC member state's implementing date still 
require separate verification.

What changed in Hong Kong?

Hong Kong's expanded Cap. 132V metallic-contamination schedule came into operation on 5 September 
2025, with official guidance describing a grace period for pre-existing foods.

Does a regional roundup prove market access?

No. Market access depends on the official instrument, product scope, analyte species, method, legal 
status and date in each jurisdiction. Unsupported leads are excluded from the public compliance brief 
until verified.
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