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Understand the basis for the requirement

Heavy metals in food aren’t a content problem. They’re a proof problem. A purchasing requirement needs an

identified basis before a laboratory result can help answer whether that requirement has been met.

Heavy Metal Index provides public knowledge and standards context through DOI pathways, government

floors, and occurrence evidence. Its role is to make the underlying knowledge accessible: what requirements

apply, what occurrence evidence informs the concern, and what supports asking an ingredient or finished

product to meet a particular standard.

That context matters, but it is not a pass decision for a particular lot. Public evidence about a food category

cannot establish that a specific quantity meets a specific purchasing requirement. HMI supplies the public

reference context; the evidence and decision for the material under consideration still need to be

established.

Name the requirement being used

A specification that says only “meets our standard” leaves an essential question unanswered. Which

identified version of the requirement governs the decision?

Occurrence evidence, a government floor, a buyer’s profile, and a finished-product certification standard play

different roles. A reference to one should not be presented as proof that another has been satisfied. The

public context helps establish the basis for a requirement. It does not remove the need to identify the

requirement used for the particular decision.

For a bounded-lot purchasing decision, VLE freezes a Compliance Profile before sampling and evaluation.

That profile should identify the applicable StandardVersion rather than leave the requirement open to later

interpretation. The required testing panel follows what the purchase requires.

Keep the version questions separate

Evidence review should distinguish the version of the laboratory result from the version of the standard used

to evaluate it.

The evidence-version question concerns which result is being reviewed and its current status. The

StandardVersion question concerns which identified version of the requirement governs the decision. A

current result can still be evaluated against an unclear requirement. A precisely identified requirement can

still be paired with an outdated result.
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HMI provides standards context. TECRID makes the laboratory evidence checkable to its issuing laboratory,

structured measurands, version history, and current status. Both questions matter, and one answer cannot

silently stand in for the other.

Put the context into the proof chain

HMI, TECRID, VLE, and HMTc connect public knowledge, authenticated laboratory evidence, bounded-lot

qualification, and finished-product certification. Each unit has a defined job.

HMI supplies public knowledge and standards context. TECRID addresses the laboratory-evidence question.

VLE connects evidence to a bounded quantity and frozen purchasing profile. HMTc separately addresses

finished-product certification against published numeric standards.

A lot decision needs a defined quantity, a frozen profile, and appropriate sampling. A finished-product claim

needs the certification basis appropriate to that claim. The point is to make clear which evidence supports

which decision, keeping each conclusion within its supported scope.

Resolve the question before the commitment

Brands, suppliers, and buyers can use this distinction when a report arrives but the purchasing question

remains unsettled. Identify whether the parties are evaluating the same requirement. Ask when the lot

boundary and sampling basis became clear. Determine whether the disagreement concerns the result, the

specification, or the conclusion someone drew from them.

The commercial objective is to move existing spending on failures, rejects, dual testing, and PDF/COA theater

upstream to QUALIFIED lots and checkable proof. Earlier resolution is valuable only when the rigor remains

intact. Necessary measurement still has a job to do.

Start with Heavy Metal Index  for the public knowledge and standards context. For the finished-product

certification requirement on this site, use the HMTc standards register.
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