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Move the proof before the purchase

You pay for testing. Your buyer asks for another test. The lot is still rejected. Sometimes the more useful
question is why the purchasing requirements, lot boundaries, and evidence were not resolved before the
commercial commitment.

Two laboratory tests are not automatically redundant. They may examine different material, answer different
questions, or be required independently by the buyer. But when the second test becomes the first point at
which buyer and supplier discover they were evaluating different requirements, the purchasing decision was
left unresolved for too long.

Verified Lot Exchange, or VLE, is organized around a specific purchasing question: does this bounded
ingredient or product quantity qualify against this frozen Compliance Profile? “Before the floor” means
resolving qualification before reservation or trade.

Establish the sequence before commitment

Nominate a bounded lot - Freeze a Compliance Profile -» Sample — Establish TECRID-backed evidence -
QUALIFIED only for that bounded quantity and profile = Reserve or trade.

Each step resolves a different source of uncertainty. The sequence makes the quantity, requirement,
sampling, and evidence explicit before the next commercial decision.

Nominate the bounded lot

Start with the actual quantity under consideration. The supplier's name and the ingredient’s product name
are not sufficient boundaries for the qualification decision. The decision must concern the nominated lot and
its bounded quantity.

The purchasing question is whether the defined quantity being considered meets the defined purchasing
requirement. Without that boundary, a statement about qualification can be interpreted more broadly than
the evidence supports.

Freeze the Compliance Profile

The requirement must be fixed before the result is used to decide whether the quantity qualifies. Identify the
applicable StandardVersion and the required testing panel, rather than leave “meets specification”
dependent on an unspecified or changing reference.
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The report version and the StandardVersion are separate. One identifies the evidence being reviewed. The
other identifies the requirement used for the decision.

VLE is not metals-only. A metals result should not be treated as an answer to every purchasing requirement
when the purchase calls for a broader panel.

Sample and establish checkable evidence

Sampling is a substantive part of the lot decision. An authentic laboratory result does not, by itself, prove
that the tested material represents the nominated quantity. The sampling basis and its limits need to
support the scope of the decision being made.

TECRID makes a result checkable to its issuing laboratory, structured measurands, version history, and
current status. TECRID does not certify products, prove representative sampling, or replace ISO 17025.

Apply QUALIFIED within its stated bounds

QUALIFIED applies only to the bounded quantity and frozen profile. It is not a general approval of the
supplier, a declaration about every unit carrying the same product name, or an automatic answer to a
different buyer’s profile.

An additional quantity outside the qualified bounds, a different lot, or a different profile cannot inherit the
decision simply because the supplier or product name is unchanged. The scope is part of the meaning of
QUALIFIED.

Reserve or trade

Reservation or trade follows qualification. The essential lot, requirement, sampling, and evidence questions
are addressed before that decision, rather than left for the buyer to reconstruct afterward.

This does not promise that every transaction will proceed, every lot will qualify, or every buyer will dispense
with independent testing. It establishes a defined qualification basis before the next commercial step.

Move existing failure spend upstream

The network’s commercial proposition should be evaluated against spending that already exists. For your
next rejected lot, distinguish the cost of necessary measurement from the cost of unresolved identity, scope,
versions, and requirements.

Examine what work occurred because the evidence could not be checked. Identify whether the buyer and
supplier were evaluating the same requirement. Determine whether the dispute was about the result, the
specification, or the conclusion someone drew from them.

A lower test count is not a useful outcome if necessary evidence disappears. Earlier resolution of the
purchasing question is valuable only when the rigor remains intact. The objective is to move existing
spending on failures, rejects, dual testing, and PDF/COA theater upstream to QUALIFIED lots and checkable
proof.
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Keep the finished-product claim separate

HMI provides public knowledge and standards context through DOI pathways, government floors, and
occurrence evidence. The actual purchasing decision still needs a defined profile and identified
StandardVersion.

HMTc has a different responsibility: finished-product certification against published numeric standards. A
QUALIFIED ingredient lot is not HMTc certification. Qualification should not be extended into a finished-
product claim merely because the ingredient was purchased through VLE. Certification also remains
separate from authorization to use the mark.

Explore bounded-lot qualification at VLE[Z, or read the HMTc paper for finished-product certification.
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